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Policy 840: Data Submittal Requirements

Purpose: Contaminated site investigations and cleanups generate a large volume of environmental
monitoring data that need to be properly managed to facilitate regulatory decisions and access to this
data by site owners, consultants, and the general public. The purpose of this policy is to describe the
requirements for submitting environmental monitoring data generated/collected during the
investigation and cleanup of contaminated sites under the Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA) and
the Sediment Management Standards.

Application: This policy applies to Ecology staff, potentially liable parties, prospective purchasers,
state and local agencies, and Ecology contractors that investigate or manage the cleanup of
contaminated sites

1. Unless Otherwise Specified by Ecology, all Environmental Monitoring Data Generated
during Contaminated Site Investigations and Cleanups shall be Required to be
Submitted to Ecology in both a Written and Electronic Format.

Environmental monitoring data include biological, chemical, physical, and radiclogical data
generated during site investigations and cleanups under the Model Toxics Control Act Cleanup
Regulation (WAC 173-340) and the Sediment Management Standards (WAC 173-204).

Data genetated/collected during site investigations and cleanups conducted under an order, agreed
order or consent decree, permit, grant, loan, contract, interagency agreement, memorandum of
understanding or during an independent remedial action, are considered environmental monitoring
data under this policy.

Data generated/collected for non site-specific studies, site hazard assessments that result in no further
action and initial site investigations are not considered environmental monitoring data under this

policy.

2. Orders, Agreed Orders, Consent Decrees, or Permits Issued After the Effective Date of
this Policy Shall Include a Condition that Site-Specific Data be Submitted in
Compliance with this Policy.

Reports on such work that do not include documentation that the data have been submitted in
compliance with this policy shall be deemed incomplete and a notice of such provided to the
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submitter. These reports generally should not be reviewed until that information is provided. The
assistant attorney general assigned to the site should be consulted in these situations.

Example language to include in these documents is attached in Appendices A, B, and C.

3. Reports on Independent Remedial Actions Submitted for Review After October 1, 2005,
Under Ecology’s Voluntary Cleanup Program Shall Not be Reviewed Until the Data
Have Been Submitted in Compliance with this Policy.

Such reports shall be deemed incomplete, and a notice to this effect provided to the submitter.

4. Grants, Contracts, Interagency Agreements or Memoranda of Understanding Issued
After the Effective Date of this Policy Shall Include a Condition that Site-Specific Data
be Submitted in Compliance with this Policy.

Reports on such work shall not be accepted as complete until the data have been submitted in
compliance with this policy. If a payment or transfer of funds is involved in the transaction, the
relevant payment or transfer shall be withheld until this requirement has been met.

Example language to include in these documents is attached in Appendix D.

5. Data Generated During Upland Investigations and Cleanups Shall be Submitted
Electronically Using Ecology’s Environmental Information Management System (EIM).

EIM is Ecology’s main database for environmental monitoring data. Proper submission of data
through this system meets the requirement of submitting such data in an electronic format. Electronic
data shall be submitted to Ecology simultaneously with the accompanying printed report

Additional information on EIM, including instructions for data submittal, can be found on Ecology’s
EIM web site at http.//www.ecy.wa.gov/eim/. TCP’s EIM Coordinator also is available for technical
assistance to site managers and consultants using EIM.

6. Data Submitted Electronically Using EIM Shall be Checked by the Toxics Cleanup
Program’s EIM Coordinator Prior to Loading the Data into EIM.

Normally, notice that data have been submitted through EIM will come to TCP’s EIM Coordinator
Upon receipt of such a notice the EIM Coordinator should notify the site manager. Similarly, if the
Ecology site manager receives a notice of an EIM submittal, they should notify TCP’s EIM
Coordinator, Upon receipt of the data, TCP’s EIM Coordinator reviews the submittal for quality

control and officially loads the data into the system.

7. Data Generated During Sediment Investigations and Cleanups shall be Submitted
Electronically Using Ecology’s Sediment Quality Information System (SEDQUAL).

SEDQUAL is Ecology’s data management system for sedimeni-related data. Proper submission of
data through this system meets the requirement of submitting such data in an ¢lectronic format
Electronic data shall be submitted to Ecology simultaneously with the accompanying printed report.
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8.

Sediment Sampling Data Shall be Submitted to Ecology Using the SEDQUAL Data
Entry Templates.

At a minimum, the following SEDQUAL data entry templates must be completed:

I. Reference & Bibliography: Describes [ab reports and publications that relate to the data
being entered;

2. Survey: Sample number;

3. Station: Specifies geographic location of the sediment sample. Sample latitude/longitude
coordinates must be entered using the North American Datum of 1983 in U S. Survey feet
(NAD 83, U.S. feet);

4. Sample: Describes sample characteristics such as depth; and

5. Sediment Chemistry: Reports chemical concentration data in dry weight units.

The following additional templates must also be compieted where these measurements/observations
have been made:

Bioassay: Biocassay test results;

Bioassay Centrol: Bioassay control test results;

Benthic Infauna: Species abundance & diversity;

Tissue: Describes the organism collected,;

Bioaccumulation: Reports tissue chemical concentrations; and
Histopathelogy: Reports tissue pathology such as tumors or lesions.

R e

Electronic Data Formats Shall be Verified to be Compatible with SEDQUAL Prior to
Submittal.

10.

Because SEDQUAL uses ASCII protocol and comma delimited text files, data format vetification
shall be conducted prior to submittal to Ecology Data shall be verified by downloading the
SEDQUAL database, importing the data into the database, cotrecting errors, and then exporting the
corrected templates

For additional information on sediment sampling and analysis plan requirements, see Ecology
publication 03-09-043 *“Sediment Sampling and Analysis Plan Appendix”, April, 2003. A copy of
this document can be obtained from Ecology’s publication office or downloaded from the following
web site: htip://'www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0309043.html

Additional information on SEDQUAL can be found at:
hitp://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/smu/sedgualfirst.htm. TCP’s SEDQUAL Coordinator is also

available for technical assistance to site managers and consultants using SEDQUAL.

Sediment Sampling Data Shall Also be Submitted to Ecology in a Printed Report.

Printed reports shall present the data in both dry weight and total organic carbon normalized units in
data tables that compare the results to applicable state regulatory criteria
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11. Data Submitted Electronically Using SEDQUAL Shall be Checked by the Toxics
Cleanup Program’s SEDQUAL Coordinator Prior to Loading the Data into SEDQUAL.

Normally, SEDQUAL data submittals will come to TCP’s SEDQUAL Coordinator. Upon receipt ofa
submittal, the Coordinator should notify the site manager. Similarly, if the Ecology site manager
receives a SEDQUAL submittal, they should notify TCP’s SEDQUAL Coordinator. Upon receipt of
the data, TCP’s SEDQUAL Coordinator reviews the submittal for quality control and officially loads

the data into the system.
; B

James J Pendows, Program Manager
Toxics Cleanup Program

Approved.:

Policy Disclaimer: This policy is intended solely for the guidance of Ecology staff. It is not intended,
and cannot be relied on, to create rights, substantive or procedural, enforceable by any party in litigation
with the state of Washington. Ecology may act at variance with this policy depending on site-specific
circumstances, or modify or withdraw this policy at any time.
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